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ritories. There, even today, live the conservative old-fashioned
Balinese, entrenched against the landlords, regarding them as in-
truders. In these villages the Hindu castes are not recognized
and the descendants of the primitive aristocracy proudly retain
their titles and their authority. At the top of the long list of native
ranks are the paseJc and the bancfesa, the heads of the two central
institutions of the old-style community: the temple of " origin/*
and the assembly hall, ritually belonging to the " right" and
" left/' I was told that a girl of these castes who marries a man
of the Hindu aristocracy is publicly renounced by her family and
spiritually " thrown out" of the village. Also held in respect are
the blacksmiths, a caste in themselves, pandd, the ancient fire-
priests who made the magic krisses, symbol of the family's virility.
Even Brahmanas, highest among all classes, must use the high
language when addressing a pande who has his tools in his hands.

In the tributary districts the natives co-ordinated their castes
with those of the new nobility, in a great scale of ranks that have
now become so muddled through intermarriage that they appear
confused even to the Balinese themselves. The original castes
still remain as subdivisions of the fourth and lowest of the Hindu
castes, the Sudras, who constitute about ninety-three per cent of
the population of Bali.

The Hindu-Balinese nobility is divided into the three well-
known groups: the priests, Brahmanas (Brahmins of India); the
ruling royalty, Satrias (Ksatriyas); and the military class, Wesias
(Vesiya). They are supposed to originate directly from the gods.
According to the legends, the Brahmanas sprang out of the
mouth of Brahma, the Satria from his arms, and the Wesia from
his feet. Perhaps the reason why the common people look upon
their nobility with such respect is that they have still an unshaken
belief in their divine origin. The true Balinese religion consists
mainly in the worship of the family ancestors, with the patriarch-
founder of the village as the communal god. Thus it was easy for
the conquerors to establish their own dead kings as ancestral
gods, since they, too, descended from canonized kings and holy